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PUBLIC NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR CLASS 4 
GAMBLING VENUE CONSENT PURSUANT TO THE 

GAMBLING ACT 2003  
 
Hastings District Council has received the following application for Class 4 Gambling Venue Consent.  
 
Applicant: The Lion Foundation (2008) Ltd 
 
Address for Service: The Lion Foundation (2008) Ltd, Level 2 Customhouse, 50 Anzac Ave, Auckland 1010, 
Attention: Samantha Alexander 
 
Application Number: RMA20200256 
 
Location: The Loading Ramp, 8 Treachers Lane, Havelock North 
 
Details of Proposed Activity and Types of Consents:  
 
The Hastings District Council has received an application from The Lion Foundation (2008) to increase the 
number of Class 4 Gambling machines for the Loading Ramp to provide an additional 4 machines to the 
already operating 5 Machines.   
 
The Hastings District Council Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy has a ‘cap’ approach to Class 4 Gambling 
whereby the Council will not grant consent where the total number of gaming machines in the Hastings District 
exceeds 293. The number of machines currently operating or licensed to operate within the Hastings District 
is 283 and therefore there is room under the cap for an additional 9 machines to be licensed and operated.  
 
Applications which do not meet one or more of the conditions under Clause 6 of the Hastings District Council 
Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy are required to be publically notified and require a hearing.  
 
The application does not meet Clause 6 (iv), (vi) and (vii) which state: 
 
(iv) The principal venue entrance shall not be located closer than a 100 metre radius of any educational 

facility, place of assembly, or licensed early childhood centre.  
 
(vi) The venue premises shall not be within a 100 metre radius of the principal entrance of any other class 

4 gambling venue or TAB venue.  
 
(vii) Meeting all application, declaration, and fee requirements 
 
Description of Non Compliances:  
 
Clause 6 (iv) - The principal venue entrance is located closer than a 100 metre radius to 29 Porter Drive, 

Havelock North. 
 
Clause 6 (vi) -The venue premises is located within a 100 metre radius of the principal entrance of Turk’s Bar, 

5 Napier Road, Havelock North which operates 18 Class 4 Gaming Machines and operates a TAB.  
 
Clause 6 (vii) -The application does not meet Hastings District Council Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy 

Application Requirement 7(v) for an audit assessment from an independent Chartered Accountant 
holding a Certificate of Public Practice, of the business plan or budget for the establishment, covering 
at least 12 months, and clearly distinguishing the percentage of revenue to be derived from both 
gambling and other activities proposed for the venue, showing that the venue is clearly not to be used 
primarily for operating gaming machines. 

 
Full details of the application may be viewed at: 
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 In paper form: Hastings District Council Offices, 207 Lyndon Road East, Hastings, Monday to Friday 
8:30am to 5:00pm and Hastings District Council Libraries 

 Online at: https://www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/our-council/consultations/current-consultations/ 
 

From Monday 30th November 2020 
 
If you have any questions about the application, phone Megan Gaffaney, Team Leader Environmental (Policy) 
on 06 871 5000.  
 
Making a submission: Any person may make a submission on the application. You may do so by sending a 
written submission to Hastings District Council, Private Bag 9002, Hastings 4156, Attention: Megan Gaffaney, 
Team Leader Environmental (Policy). The submission must be on the relevant submission form. Copies of this 
form are available from the Hastings District Council or from Council’s website as detailed above. Alternatively 
the submission may be emailed to megang@hdc.govt.nz.  
 
Note that a copy of the submission must also be sent to the applicant at the address for service stated above 
as soon as reasonably practicable.  
 
Submission closing date: Hastings District Council must receive your submission no later than 5pm on 
Friday 18th December 2020.  

 

https://www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/our-council/consultations/current-consultations/
mailto:megang@hdc.govt.nz
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If calling ask for Megan Gaffaney 

 
File Ref: 99926#0333  

 
20 July 2020 
 
 
 
Samantha Alexander 
Compliance Manager 
The Lion Foundation 2008 
Level 2, Custom House 
50 Anzac Avenue 
Auckland, 1010 
 
 
 
Dear Samantha 
 
Request for information to complete application for Class 4 Gambling Venue Consent 
– The Loading Ramp, 8 Treachers Lane, Havelock North 
 

Thank you for your email with attached information, dated 7 July 2020 which is in response to 
my letter to you dated 30th June 2020.  That letter requested information necessary to 
complete the application to establish a total of 9 gaming machines at The Loading Ramp, 
namely: 

- The audit information required by clause 7(v) of the Council’s Class 4 Gambling Venue 
Policy (Policy); and 

- The information required in relation to the distance of the principal entrance to 
residentially zoned land. 

I acknowledge receipt of the information relating to the distance from residentially zoned land. 

In relation to the required audit information, you have provided financial statements for the 
Loading Ramp bar for the financial year ended 31 March 2017, and have requested that be 
accepted as sufficient to satisfy the requirement under clause 7(v). 

Unfortunately, this information is not accepted to fulfil the requirements of the Policy.  For the 
first application, in 2017, the Council used its discretion to accept the most recent financial 
year accounts in combination with further information that anticipated revenue from gaming 
was expected to be 32% of annual net revenue. While that information did not strictly meet 
the requirements of the Policy, it was accepted as sufficient for the purposes of the application 
at the time.  

The 2016-2017 financial records are now some 3 years’ out of date and are not considered to 
satisfy the information requirements. I reiterate that the information required by clause 7(v) is 
required in order for the application to be accepted. There is some room for movement on the 
information that may be treated as adequate to meet the purpose of clause 7(v), and this may 
include a business plan based on the most recent year’s audited financial statements and a 
clear and supported statement as to the percentage of income expected to be attributed to 
gaming.   
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I note your letter expresses a view that a territorial authority cannot properly consider the 
proportion of income generated by gaming, and that this can only be determined by the 
Department of Internal Affairs.  The Council does not accept that argument, and considers 
that the proportion of income to be generated by gaming is a relevant factor in assessing the 
application against the objectives of the Policy, and the purpose and intent of the Gambling 
Act 2003, noting that Council may also take into account any other matter it considers relevant 
and necessary (see clause 7). 

The requirement to provide the requested information is very clearly set out in the Policy, and 
the Policy makes it clear that the information is required in order for an application to be 
accepted.  If your client wishes to dispute the content of the Policy, then the appropriate time 
to raise that concern is when it is reviewed.  The Council will be initiating a review shortly, and 
you may wish to make a submission in due course.   

In the meantime, I look forward to receiving the information required by clause 7(v) of the 
Policy, so that the application can be accepted and proceed to public notification in accordance 
with clause 8 of the Policy.  When you provide the required information, please ensure the 
application form is signed. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Gaffaney 
Team Leader Environmental Policy 
megang@hdc.govt.nz 
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If calling ask for Megan Gaffaney 

 
File Ref: 99926#0335  

 
6 November 2020 
 
 
 
Samantha Alexander 
Compliance Manager 
The Lion Foundation 2008 
Level 2, Custom House 
50 Anzac Avenue 
Auckland, 1010 
 
 
 
Dear Samantha 
 
Loading Ramp - Class 4 Gambling Venue Application 

Thank you for your email dated 20 October 2020 responding to my further information request, 20th 
July 2020, ref 99926#0333.  The further information request related to clause 7(v) of the Hastings 
District Council’s Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy which requires that applications provide (emphasis 
added): 

Applications for consent must be made on the approved form and must provide to the satisfaction of Council: 

… 

(v) an audit assessment, from an independent Chartered Accountant holding a certificate of Public Practice, of 
the business plan or budget for the establishment, covering at least 12 months, and clearly distinguishing 
the percentage of revenue to be derived from both gambling and other activities proposed for the venue, 
showing that the venue is clearly not to be used primarily for operating gaming machines.    

To date, the information you have provided in relation to this requirement comprises: 

- Financial statements for the Loading Ramp for the year ended 31 March 2017.   

- An ‘extract’ from the financial statements for the 6 month period to 31 March 2020, that 
appear to have been prepared by an accountant; 

- A spreadsheet not apparently prepared or reviewed by an accountant with a forecast revenue 
from March 2020 to March 2021 (this appears to simply double all figures from the 6 month 
statement); 

- Details of venue payments to the Loading Ramp for 2 months for its current 5 machines, plus 
payments to other venues with some commentary on how comparable those figures are. 

It is clear, and you acknowledge, that the information provided does not meet the requirement of 
clause 7(v) and to date, the Council has not accepted the documentation provided as a complete 
application.   
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Having said that, the Council would be prepared to accept the application as complete if the applicant 
provides its best estimate of the percentage of revenue expected to arise from the gaming machines.  
You will recall that such information was provided with the previous application, with the applicant 
indicating that 32% of annual net revenue would be associated with gaming machine proceeds.   

With the receipt of this information, the application will be treated as complete, although on the basis 
that clause 7(v) has not been satisfied and is a reason for notification and for consideration at the 
hearing.   

I look forward to receiving the requested information, so that processing of the application can 
commence. 
 
If you have any queries, please let me know. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Gaffaney 
Team Leader Environmental Policy 
megang@hdc.govt.nz 
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