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Thursday, 22 April 2021 

Te Hui o Te Kaunihera ā-Rohe o Heretaunga 

Hastings District Council 
Emergency Council Meeting 

Kaupapataka 

Agenda 

 

  

Te Rā Hui: 

Meeting date: Thursday, 22 April 2021 

Te Wā: 

Time: 10.00 am  

Te Wāhi: 

Venue: 

Council Chamber 
Ground Floor 
Civic Administration Building 
Lyndon Road East 
Hastings 

Te Hoapā: 

Contact: 
Democracy and Governance Services 
P: 06 871 5000  |  E: democracy@hdc.govt.nz 

Te Āpiha Matua: 

Responsible 
Officer: 

Chief Executive - Nigel Bickle  
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Thursday, 22 April 2021 

Contents  

Te Hui o Te Kaunihera ā-Rohe o Heretaunga 

Hastings District Council 
Emergency Council Meeting 

Kaupapataka 

Agenda 

Mematanga: 

Membership: 

Tiamana 
Chair: Mayor Sandra Hazlehurst 

Ngā KaiKaunihera 
Councillors: Bayden Barber, Alwyn Corban, Malcolm Dixon, Damon 
Harvey, Tania Kerr (Deputy Chair), Eileen Lawson, Simon Nixon, Henare 
O’Keefe, Peleti Oli, Ann Redstone, Wendy Schollum, Sophie Siers, 
Geraldine Travers and Kevin Watkins 

Tokamatua: 

Quorum: 8 members 

Apiha Matua 
Officer Responsible: Chief Executive – Nigel Bickle 

Te Rōpū Manapori me te 
Kāwanatanga 
Democracy and 
Governance Services: 

Jackie Evans (Extn 5018) 
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Te Rārangi Take 

Order of Business 

1.0 Opening Prayer – Karaki a Whakatūwheratanga   

2.0 Apologies & Leave of Absence – Ngā Whakapāhatanga me te Wehenga ā-Hui  

An apology from Councillor O'Keefe has been received.  

At the close of the agenda no requests for leave of absence had been received.  

 

3.0 Conflict of Interest – He Ngākau Kōnatunatu 

Members need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision-making when a conflict arises 
between their role as a Member of the Council and any private or other external interest 
they might have.  This note is provided as a reminder to Members to scan the agenda and 
assess their own private interests and identify where they may have a pecuniary or other 
conflict of interest, or where there may be perceptions of conflict of interest.   

If a Member feels they do have a conflict of interest, they should publicly declare that at the 
start of the relevant item of business and withdraw from participating in the meeting.  If a 
Member thinks they may have a conflict of interest, they can seek advice from the General 
Counsel or the Manager: Democracy and Governance (preferably before the meeting).   

It is noted that while Members can seek advice and discuss these matters, the final decision 
as to whether a conflict exists rests with the member.  

 

4.0 Confirmation of Minutes – Te Whakamana i Ngā Miniti 

There are no minutes to confirm.     

5.0 Establishment of Māori Wards - Commencement of Public Engagement   7 

6.0 Minor Items – Ngā Take Iti   

7.0 Urgent Items – Ngā Take Whakahihiri      
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Reports  

5. Establishment of M āori Wards  - Commencement of Public  Engagement 

 

Thursday, 22 April 2021 

Te Hui o Te Kaunihera ā-Rohe o Heretaunga 

Hastings District Council: Council Meeting 

Te Rārangi Take 

Report to Council 

Nā: 

From: Jackie Evans, Manager:Democracy and Governance  

Te Take: 

Subject: 

Establishment of Māori Wards - Commencement of Public 
Engagement 

         
 

1.0 Purpose and summary - Te Kaupapa Me Te Whakarāpopototanga 

1.1 The purpose of this meeting is to approve the commencement of a public engagement and decision 
making process with regard to the establishment of Māori wards.  Heretaunga Takota Noa Māori 
Standing Committee (HTNMSC) at its meeting on 21 April 2021 will resolve  

 EITHER  

A) To recommend to Council the establishment of Māori Wards in the Hastings District in time of 
the 2022 local authority elections. 

 OR 

B) To recommend to Council to delay consideration of the establishment Māori Wards as part of 
the 6 yearly representation review for the 2025 and 2028 local authority elections  

1.2 A copy of the report to HTNMSC is attached for information (Attachment 1) and the resolution of 
the Committee will be tabled at the Council meeting. 

1.3 The Council must decide by 21 May 2021 (less than one month) if it wishes to establish Māori 
Wards in time for the 2022 local authority elections. This decision would trigger a full 
representation review. Notably the representation review is not an opportunity to revisit the 
question of Māori Wards. Any proposal and consultation for the representation review would be on 
the basis that Māori Wards are to be established. 

1.4 Emergency Council approval is required to commence a consultation process from 23 April 2021 – 
12 May 2021.  This is because officers have assessed this decision as being at the higher end of the 
significance continuum as set out in the Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy on the 
following criteria:-  

 the number of people affected; 
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 the extent of the consequence; 

 the level of public interest; and 

 reversibility, how easily a decision can be undone. 

1.5 The requirement to conduct broad consultation within the limited time available has been 
confirmed by external expert legal opinion. The key aspect of that opinion being: 

 The Local Government Act (2002) provides the relevant framework for the Council to give 
consideration to community views and preferences in its decision making (in particular 
Sections 6, 78 and 82 (a) and (b)). 

 These sections above point Council to the following process:- 

 Seeking the views and preferences of the community in the time available before its 
decision on 18 May 2021 on whether or not to establish Maōri Wards in time for the 
2022 local authority elections. 

 Seeking the views and preferences of both Māori and the wider community more 
broadly in advance of decision making on 18 May 2021. 

1.6 The Council is therefore requested to approve the commencement of consultation and a timetable 
for decision making as follows:- 

 23 April – 12 May  Community Engagement Campaign 

 18 May 2021 – Extraordinary Council meeting to decide whether or not to establish Māori 
wards in time for the 2022 local authority elections. 

1.7 A copy of the draft communications plan is appended (Attachment 2) for your information. 
Communications Advisor Rachel Wattie and the Pou Ahurea Mātua, Dr James Graham will update 
Council on the broader proposals and on a suggested process to conduct targeted consultation with 
Māori.  

1.8 Notwithstanding the recommendation of the HTNMSC, the Council may alternatively decide that it 
does not wish to establish Māori Wards at this time and could consider other consultation 
arrangements, such as a non-binding referendum as part of the 2022 election to inform the 
consultation process on the establishment of Māori Wards for the representation review for 2025 
and beyond. 

Recommendati on 

 

2.0 Recommendations – Ngā Tūtohunga 

A) That the Council receive the report titled Establishment of Māori Wards - Commencement 
of Public Engagement dated 22 April 2021. 

B) That the Council commence community engagement on the establishment of Māori Wards 
in time for the 2022 local authority elections from 23 April – 12 May 2021. 

C) That an extraordinary Council meeting be held on 18 May 2021 at 1.00pm to decide 
whether or not to establish Māori Wards in time for the 2022 local authority elections 
following consideration of the views of HTNMSC, tangata whenua and the broader 
community. 
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Attachments: 
 

1⇩  Report of Heretaunga Takoto Noa Māori Standing 
Committee Meeting - 21 00 2021 

CG-16-2-00583  

2⇩  Māori Wards Marketing & Comms Plan Template 
Feb 2019 

CG-16-2-00584  

  
 

 



Item 5 Establishment of Māori Wards - Commencement of Public Engagement 
Report of Heretaunga Takoto Noa Māori Standing Committee Meeting - 21 00 2021 Attachment 1 
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